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III. DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

2. Applicant's remarks filed January 26, 2001 have been fully 
considered and they are deemed to be persuasive. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-20 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: 

Regarding Independent Claims 1, 9, 16 and 18, Applicant's 
particular knowledge integration system and associated method 
particular knowledge integration system and associated method for 
providing application interoperability and synchronization 
between heterogeneous document and data sources comprising of a 
data source suitable for independently performing data analysis 
operations, a document source including a document database 
memory for capturing knowledge and storing the knowledge in the 
form of documents, validating knowledge accuracy, making the 
captured knowledge available across a network, and a knowledge 
integration application managing the flow of information between 
the data source and the document source, thereby enabling the 
integration of data and analysis results with the documents and 
providing links to automatically update the documents upon a 
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change of the data or analysis results in combination with the 
other limitations of the claims, was not disclosed by, would not 
have been obvious over, nor would have been fairly suggested by 
the prior art of record. 

The dependent claims, being further limiting to the 
independent claims, definite and enabled by the Specification are 
also allowed. 

The closest prior art, Daniel E. O'Leary (IEEE Publication, 
entitled, "Enterprise Knowledge Management, June 1998) discloses 
a enterprise knowledge management system that classifies and 
categorizes according to prespecified utilizing ontology into 
structured and semi-structured data and knowledge bases. 
O'Leary does not implicitly discloses particular knowledge 
integration system and associated method for providing 
application interoperability and synchronization between 
heterogeneous document and data sources comprising of a data 
source suitable for independently performing data analysis 
operations, a document source including a document database 
memory for capturing knowledge and storing the knowledge in the 
form of documents, validating knowledge accuracy, making the 
captured knowledge available across a network, and a knowledge 
integration application managing the flow of information between 



• 
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the data source and the document source, thereby enabling the 
integration of data and analysis results with the documents and 
providing links to automatically update the documents upon a 
change of the data or analysis results* The closest prior art 
fails to anticipate or render Applicant's limitations above 
obvious - 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 

Regarding Independent Claim 12, Applicant's particular 
knowledge integration system comprising of an application module 
for providing application interoperability and synchronization 
between heterogeneous document and data sources; and a knowledge 
integration module for facilitating archiving or knowledge- 
related context and providing the ability to access and asses 
past, present and potential decisions, inf rastructural setup, 
structuring process, practices, and applications and interactions 
between them in combination with the other limitations of the 
claims, was not disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, 
nor would have been fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 

The dependent claims, being further limiting to the 
independent claims, definite and enabled by the Specification are 
also allowed. 
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The closest prior art, Daniel E. O'Leary (IEEE Publication, 
entitled, "Enterprise Knowledge Management, June 1998) discloses 
a enterprise knowledge management system that classifies and 
categorizes according to prespecified utilizing ontology into 
structured and semi-structued data and knowledge bases. O'Leary 
does not implicitly disclose knowledge integration 
systemcomprisingg of an application module for providing 
application interoperability and synchronizationbetweenn 
heterogeneous document and data sources; and a knowledge 
integration module for facilitating archiving or knowledge- 
related context and providing the ability to access and asses 
past, present and potential decisions, inf rastructural setup, 
structuring process, practices, and applications and interactions 
between them. The closest prior art fails to anticipate or 
render Applicant's limitations above obvious. 

6. Since allowance subject matter has been indicated, Applicant 
is encouraged to submit, formal drawings in response to this 
Office action. Applicant is reminded of the provisions of MPEP 
608.02 (q) and 608.02 (r) regarding a separate draftsman's letter. 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

8. As allowable subject matter has been indicated, Applicant's 
response must either comply with all formal requirements or 
specifically traverse each requirement not complied with. See 37 
CRF 1.111(b) and MPEP section 707.07(a). 

9. The application having been allowed, formal drawings are 
required in response to this Office action. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to Applicant's disclosure. 

Points of Contact 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Diane Mizrahi whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3806. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
to Thursday from 7:30 AM. to 5:00 PM. 

If any attempt to reach the examiner by telephone is 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Thomas Black can be 
reached on (703) 305-9707. 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to The 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or 
the fax phone number for this group at (703) 308-9051. 



# 
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For formal or draft communications, please label * PROPOSED" 
or * DRAFT". Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 
Crystal Park II, 2021 Crystal Drive, 6th Floor Receptionist, 
Arlington, Virginia . 





Patent Examiner 



February 10, 2001 



